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PEACEABLE FELLOWSHIPand EXERCISE. | 
Thereof 


VINDICATE 


Againſt the Abuſive Clamonrs of a Dividing Falſe- 
SPIRTE —— 


Given forth in anſwer to a Printed Paper Subſcribed, Fdrard Nightingalez. 
Tho. Denmſon, Jo:m Winnard, Form Cox, calicd n Account of their | 
Offers in 19s Quarterly Meermgs at York, for the a:commodating | 


of the Dferences that were amongſt Friends, beg (lay. 
tacy) tree diftinft Pirers groen in f.r Peace, F 
at three ſeveral Meetings. & | 
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Wherein irs clearly Demonſtrated , that the aforeſaid perſons have been:$ 
the Authors thereot, throngh the Oppoſition they have made againſt Þ 
the Goſpel care, and Practices uled amongſt Gods People in the ChurchÞ 
of Chriſt. 

Herein alſo is ſhewed what Chriftian care and endeavours have been uſed 
touching them, before they excluded themſelves, and their Separate Meet=\Þ 
ing ſet up. Fi 

Reconimended to Gods witneſs in the aforeſaid Subſcribers, and-to the Confde- 4! 
ration of all ſober People where this may come. | 

Hereunto is alſo added, by way cf Anſwer, {ome Obſervations made upon#! 
anothcr.Princed Paper, given forth by Fobn Cox , called, 4n Epittle to al$| 

the Lords People( teignedly pretended to be ) ſent as a.Satutatiay, of LoueF 


and Peace. | , "4 Py 
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He hath put forth his hand again} ſuch as be at peace with him. : he hath brokezþ\| 
uth were ſmoother then Butteryet war waſy 


» bis Covenant : the words of his "me : 7 
in his heart : His words were ſofter then Ole, yet were they drawa:ſwordsh 


Pſak 55- 20. 21. 
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The Prefaceto the Reader: 


Eye it not for the ſake of that peateable Truth C more then any perfonal 

/V Tntereft or concern which we have believed ir, andthe Teſtimony 
and Fellowſhip -whereof', is comfortable to us which in a' good Conſcience to God 
w2 ſtand to maintain > We ſhould not have: appeared on this wiſe , in" that 
the Orcafion thats given us hereunto ( divulged by them )) is mt pleafing to' ns; 
but our grief, and' the perſons- with mhom we have tv do', being our near At= 
quaintance, our former Familtars: and with ſome of whom have we taken ſweet 
Counſel together, and have been concerned in theWorſhip of our Godin Company; 
whoſe weakneſs and ſhame we ſhould have been toath to divulge, if they had'nor 
given the cauſe. | 

And had not the Teſtimonyoff Truth ; our Exerciſe in a Goſpel care', and our 
comfortable fellowſhip therein , been abuſivelyſ#ruck at, to the preſent diſadvan- 
tage thereof ; and the reproach of, Gods People, and were it not , that bytheir 
Printed, Pafers.( ſent. abroad up and down the Nation- )it' s publickly divulged that 
there hath been a. difference betmixt them, and Eriends in the City and'County off 
York, from whom they have withdrawn, and with-a few more of their Athes 
rents, have ſet up 4 Private Separated Meeting amongſt themſelves , andithat 
they have rendered the aforementioned Quarter Meeting to be the Orcaſore 
thereof;we ſhoul{have been ſilent atthis timezandnot thus publickiy have appeared 

And:weare per ſmaded that atl judicious ſober People , where this may comes, 
will confeſs, thatwe have juſt accaſion;given.us., and will be apt. to viniieate: our 
Caſe, and neceſſury Coneern'; ifwe.give account (andthat to publickview-alf0un | 
they have done ) of ſome of the-late warks-of #rife, which hath been bronght fprtld. | 
by the ſaid. Perſons, and ſme few of party with them, in our publick Meetihgry | 
7 lainly frewing that the difference made mention of, hath been totally occaſioned | 
by them, through the oppoſition they have appeared in theſe late Tears againſ#the: || 
innocent care of Gods jeopte in the Churches of Chrift , and the Order and* Pra= || 
flies uſed-therein: And through the dif)rderli* work.that they made in the pars || 
ticular. Meeting of Friends in the City, before they totally left- Priends Meetings || 

And that Friends. integritv.to. God, their love to the. Ancient Peaceable Trarh; || 
and regard to the Fellowſhip thereof ,, andthe Churches. peace may be: more-flMiy» | 
manif.jted. | 

IVe give an ac-ount of the Chriſtian Care and Endegvorrs thathave-beenn/ed 
touching them , before they ſeparated, as aifo' the: tender treating they haves! 
met with from many Br*thren, both itt jrivate and pablick', which they/bthdes 
[tiled ., and-turned their backs upon, before.the Teftimonyof Truth. aecording. to 
Goſrel Order. was given:forth againſt them, . plainly ſhewing that the fretended 
Offers for Peace and Reconcilement they ſjeakof, arebut empry Flowiſhes; great 
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*Hypocrifie, and feignedneſs, whilejt their works have fhewen the contrary. | 
We have herem alfoinſerted the Six Particulars, which in their Printed Paper 
they ſpeak of ( but tells not what they are and which they ſay they have given in 
"AS. ==; wa of their Diſunion with us , and of the Separation they are gone into. 
We have alſvinſerted an Abſtra#t of the Anſwer thereunto ſent them in Manu- 
ſcript divers Months before their Printed Papercame forth. | 
And we hoje, when the State of the Caſe is truly repreſented betwixt us and 
them, whereſoever their Printed Papers have or may come, and the opportunity 
hereby is mct with, to undertand the matter aright ,and to give their judgement 
thereupon, that as we are juſiified in the ſight of God, arid our own Conſeien- 
ces in this our Concern, and approved amongſt Geds faithfol People herein. Nene 
that fears the Lord and loves Righteouſneſs will be offended therewith, Nor that 
any through the occafon hereof, will ſpeakevil of the Principl» we have tefified 
ta, norof that peaceable holy way, that the Pe to God walks in ; though ty 


reaſon of a diſſenting wrong $jirit., it hath fallen out on this wiſe to our grief. 

Tet it is none other thing. then ſich as hath happened to ſome in Generati- 

ons paſt,that had formerly known te Lord,and had ſeen wonderful things wrought 

by him according to Scripture Record, as Corah and his Company of the Prin- 
ces of the. People rebelled againſt the Lord, and periſhed in the gainſaying, and 
one of the twelve choſen by Chrilt Feſus & did once partake of the Miniftery with 
; the other Diſciples, betrayed his Lord and Mater into the hands of Sinners , 
\ and amongſt the many exerciſes and perils, which the good Apoſtle met withal, 
for the Tejtizony he bore, and for the care he had upon him in the Churches of 

Chrift in his day of which he makes mention, 2 Cor, 11. 26. ſaith on this wiſe, 

' Andpcrils by falle Brethren. 4nd he alſo ſpoke of ſome, that touching the 
| | Faith had made Shipwrack, and the good Conſcience had put away, whom ſaid 
' he, I have delivercd to Satan, thar they may learn not to Blaſpheme. 

God he kn»ws, We have no deſign herein, but to clear the Truth , and 
| | 20 take rf the Aſperſions caſt upon Gods People by a wrong Spirit, and to Vindi- 
| | - cate the fellowſhip of the Spirit of Chriſt Feſus, wherein Gods People are made 
| | one, in the Life and Praftice of Truth to Gods praiſe, and their comfort, which 
|  zs precious to them, as alſo to remove the Stumbling-blocks, that a fulſe Sirit 
' bathcattin the way of the Simple and tender toGod , under the covert of Offers 
' of Peace and Salutation of Love, whileft their Works ſhews the contrary, and that 
\ the Lambs of God may be preſerved from the Wolves in the Sheeps Cloathing, 
| | #7 their peaceable habitation, and Foldof rejt, where the Flocks of God lyes down 
| | an ſafety. And that the Fffefts hereof may be ſuch is our hearts deſire to God, 
| ' Tn whom is Salvation and Peace for ever. 


| | Ifaac Lindley. jobs Blaykling, Tho: Waite. Henry Bayl:y. - 
7 ' John Taylor. aber Lodge. John Todd. John Leake. 
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TRUTH EXALTED, | 


And the peaceable Fellowſhip and Exerciſe thereof Vin- 
dicated againſt the abuſive Clamours of a Di- 
viding falſe Spirit , &c. 


John Cox. Edward Nightingale. Thomas Denniſon. Fohn Winnard. 


WM, £5 Our Printed Paper , which you call, An Account of ſome 
KAY 1 HL Offers at the Qmarterly Meetings in York , for Accomoda 
_ = ting the Differences, &c. coming to our hands, cauſerk 
> us to admire to ſee your Confidence therein, as alfo 
RI. dilrcgard you have to your own repute any way. 

SEES as not the oppoſition you haye appearcd in, from 
time to-time theſe divers years, to that Go/pe/ Care ang 
Order of the Church of Chrijt, which God hath wrought 
his People into, enough for you to demonſtrate your departure from youl 
firſt love, and regard to the Churches Peace, wherein your Strite aroſe, ang 
the Separate Meeting was {ct up among you. And do you think youhavg 
not ſufficiently thereby given occaſton, to be marked as (uch as cauſe Divi 
{ons for all tro beware of? But you muſt appear in Print with your Re} 
flections on the Church of God, and unjuſtly rendering thoſe you are ſeparajj 
red from, to be the Occaſion of the Diſunion and Separation you are -_ | 
into. l 
You have publiſhed in Print, that you diflike ſome Orders and Praftice| 
brought in amongſt Friends of lace years , Which you ſay are contrary tc 
their Primitive PraCtice, and the Ebb Scriptures ; as (you lay ) you by 
in the Six Particulars, &Cc. | h 
Bur why do you not alſo publiſh in Print (as in all reaſon you ought ty, 
have dene ) we" choſe Orders and -PraQices are which you diflike ang 
have no Unity with, and complains of. And why do you not more inj/ 
geadoully in your Printing expreſs thoſe Six Particulars ( which you fay yo}. 
ve offered to proye your atorcſaid Aflertion ) rogether with the "_ 
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''vrtven yon in Manuſcript to all and every one thereof _—y > Wherein 
' W thoſe Directions, Rules and Practices commended to the Churches, and 
aſed.amonglt the Fairhful at this day, which you ſcem to ſtumble ar, are 
Vindicared, as conſiſtant with Apoſtolical Carc and Counſel and the Pri- 
Nitive, praQtices ot the Churches of Chritt, according to. Scripture. Record ; 
- ind whereinallo your-Dyſlike thereof, and Oppolition is fully derated; 
And no Reply is yet by you made that we know of, either to diſprove 
gaat we V.indicated- therein, and do Practiſe in the Power of God, and 
Aniry of faithful Brethrenevery where : or to prove by Scripture-precepr, 
Y Prohibition. ; or the praftice of Gods taithtul people in any. Age unto 
his day , what you haycbarcly aſſerted working thoſe Orders and Practi- 
\&s brought in amongſt us, which you fay you have dilunity with. 
Your Printed Paper you call An Account of your Offers for peace to the 
| {raph Meetings, &C. 
er.coutrarywile, there 1s contained therein Matter of high charge, Accu- 
tion and Smiting our Quarterly Mecting, and the Church of Chriſt in 


, encral, OW: ON 
Fir, You propoſe {under pretence for Peace,) That-a/ Gods people may be; 
free to the. Lord. dp | | 

| | Secondly, That the things in Contraverfie about Orders among/t Friends may 
? ft to. that of God in the Con ſciences of his. Illuminated-People, and not to Im-. + 

'p/e them, &c. Beyond convncement or. freedem, therein, manifejt:in the Light 

\ EChrift. Feſus.in the hearts of true Believers, &c, We 

\\ Thirdly, That, a// Gods People. ought to be. left in all Matters of Faith and 

\ Vi/tif line (ſo far as Diſcipline becomes matter of Faith) to the manife#tation of 

ods Syirit in their hearts to, att and ſpeaktherein as they ſhall be thereby inſfru- 

ied and. perſwaded, and not. othermiſe. | 

| This.is. the Subſtance of your Propoſitions reiterated under divers Terms. 

| In Anſwer, We ay, your, Propoſitions unjuſtly ſuggeſtsar implyes, that 

' ur. Quarterly Mecting,of: Friends. in Yprk , do hold, maintain and practiſe 

- me: Poſition or 1PoQrine, contraty,to what, you have here propoſed (and | 

1 2ereby hath occaſioned Controverlic as you lay ) or clle what need were 

+tcre for {uch a prepoſition for, uniting, fc. | 
* Bur, we do in gQod Conſcience teſtifie,, rhaz herein, you have wronged, 

'd:unjultly repreſented QUr Quarterly M cung '9 Implying as it'that Mect- 

/\ g allowed not the Conſciences of Gods People to be left free to him ; or 

| .ifwe did impoſe or. preſs.Orders. or; things. upon GodsIllominated People, 


\yond convincement-ar freedom inthe Light of Chriſt Jeſus jn their hearts, 
*cas:i6onr. aid Meeting would not. leaye, Gods People. free in Matters of | 
| ith and Diſcipline to the Manifeſtatiqn of Gods Spiritin.cheir own Hearts 
4 attrherein, agthereby inſtructed and perhvaded: : 
| Altwhich as it is ſuggeſted againſt our ſaid Mecting, 1s yery unjuſt; _ 
'n VE 


| hat it's 
- an Order made 2bout Marriage, is frivolous, and abſurd ro plead : in that 


| firefor Reconciliation, Loyeand Unity,is but a meer empty Flonriſh,yhileſ | 


f J þ , m— - 
fveand alle. And iris great Inpeſition ahd Uirbarioh in yon to call ty 
Tn Ptint ts ratatt, andcall inthar Private Judy; wag 2 yoLunjultly cal 

it, being the Judgerment'of the Quarterly Meeting az 2ſt you {( Subtcribed 

- in the publick Mecting by above- 70 perſons?) for the abilive diſorderly 
work you had appeared in amongſt Friends, in divers Meetings, and forthe 
Separations you were gone ms and a Separare Meeting ſet up 


And your alledging! ubfcribed by ſeveral that aredi (Farisfied with | 


you neither tell the Reader what that Judgement is, thar's againſt you, nor | 
- what occaſion it was given forth , nor what that Order 'is you ipeak | 
Ols | 
But to what you propoſe, and the cotifequence thereof, we poſitively de- 
Clare that we haye no tuch diftruſt of the Lord, or of his Light and Spirit 
in his peoples hearts, as you ſuggeſt : for the Lord is &Mcienr ( according 
to his promiſe, and doth perform , and hath made many thouvtands witnets 
{6s thereof) to lead his people into all Truth arid Uniry therein ; both in 
Doctrine and Practice to be of one heartand mind, one Judgementandone 
Accord , as teſtified in the Scriptures of Truth , and experienced amongft] 
Gods faithful people ar this day. | 
And for all Gods Illuminated people to be left free tohim, his Light and} 
Spirit in their own hearts to guide and order them ; both in Conlcience,| 
Faith and PraGtice , Dodrine and Diſcipline , we bave always belieycd,] 
owned and aflented to, asit hath been (and is ) always by us aſe. ted 3 and! 
it doth not beſpeak youto be in the true Love, and under the guidance off 
Gods Spifit , or in the unity thereof, rhvs to refle& on our Quattetlyj 
Meeting at this time a day, andto {mite and charge as you have dohe: bur} 
doth very clearly render you to be ſuch as arc gene from your firſt Loveg 
and are not under the guidance of that Spirit, and power of God ; that the! 
Lords Illuminated people yields Subjettion to , and whoſe fellowſhip ſtars! 
deth there.n. : | | 
You complain in your Papers , .of Impoſttion and Orders , but we have! 
more reaſon ( as we ſhall plainly heredfrer demonſtrate ) to complain c!| 
your oppoſition , and the diſotder you haye appeared in amengſt Fricndj| 
in their Mectings ; and of your dealing chus unchritianly with us , thu! 
openly to defame our Meeting in Print,and your fo highly pretending a d<; 


you ſo ambitioufly accuſe atid charge in Print , which ſhexs tlic contrary: 
Yon complain in your Printed Papers of ſome Orders brought into thi! 
Churches, which are contrary to their Primitive Praftice, and the Hoh 
Scriptures, bur ſhews not whar thoſe Orders are , fo that the Reatler hat]'} 
but your bare charge and /ay ſo , wherein you grofly impoſe the credit < 
your bare Affirmation without _ Proof ; and we prefume when —_ ul | 
i | 2 : crtak | 
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able to prove ſuch Orders introduced and maintained amongſt Friends, 4s 
are contrary to their Primitive PraCtice, and contrary to the Holy Scrip- 
| tures, as you preſume to alert. | 
| For welay, thatwe know none amongſt us, bur what are agreeable with 
| the Holy Scriptures, in one or other juſt and lawful ſence, in relation to the 
F ſervice and good end thereof (if not in all Circumſtances diretly fpecified ) 
| yea nowry, ro certain general Precepts, and Apoſtolical Doctrine, and 
| Godly and Chriſtian Pradtices of the Primitive Churches of Chriſt, as alſo 
} conliltant with our former Practices, and with the ſence and judgement of 
the Churches of Chriſt, throughout the Nation at this day. The' practice 
| whereof is owned of the Lord, and honoured with his Powerand Bleſſinss, 

to the furtherance of the Glory of the Goſpel day, and refreſhing the hearts 
; of the fairhful ro God , who loves pin, ar and Truths praiſe. 

You had better have ſhown to people where. your Printed Papers ſhatl 
come, what thoſe contrary Orders and Practices are, and what Scriptures 
they are contrary to, theſe things you ſhould haye ſtared in parcicular : and 
not to make ſuch empty Flourithes, and general Clamours in Print againſt 
Friends, whileit thus under general Refiections, and Calumnics you leave 
things in the dark, which truly tender Chriſtians would be aſhamed to do, 
or will in theleaſt own. 

But ſeeing it is{o, that you have appeared thus in Print with your Cla- 
| mours and general Charges again{t our Quarterly Meeting, and the Church 
| of God in general , and that your Printed Papersare ſent abroad into many 
| parts of the Nation. And yer not any particular thing have you inſerced 
| therein, that you have againſt us ; and thereby all are Jcttin che Dark, 
| where your Papzrs rnay come, and no way capable to have a right uader- 
ſtanding in order co giving Judgement upon the caſe betwixe you and them 
LFou clamour againſt, orherwile then to ſee that there isadifterence berwixr 
| Efiends and you, and that by you we are rendered to be the Occation 
| thereof. | 
| Which toclear, and that all Jcalouſic may be removed our of the minds 
| of {och as deſires {atisfattion therein. We find it our Dury in the Lerd; 
which we oweto him, to demonſtrate allo to publick view ſomepart of the 
[work of ſtrife you have of late appearcd in amongſt Gods People, and the 
lOccation whereupon you firſt begun ro manifeſt in our Publick Mectings 
your diſlike of that Goſpel care, and order r1ercin , which the Churches of 
{Chriſt arcinthe practice of, and your diiregard to the Unity of Brethren, 
which was once precious to ſorae of you 3 as allo upon what occaſion you 
left Friends Publick Meetings , and excluded your lelves, and fer up your 
feparate Mecting, the very Standard of Strife . unbecomeing the Family of 
God and your firſt Loye. And it our Exerciſe herein ( which its plain you 

ave 
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haye been the oecafion of, further tend ro manifeft your Spirit, ro your re+ | 
proach you may blame your ſelycs for it, we have not ſought occcaſtom, | 
nor have we deſired the fame. = 

And ſeeing that” in your Printed Paper you ſpeak of an Order touching \ 
Marriage, after death of former wife or husband, which you ſay, you are dit- þ 
ſatiShed with ( which is one of your Six Particulars given in, as reaſons of |} 
your diſunion and ſeparation trom us) and yet doth not tellthe World, | 
or any that may ſee your Paper, what that Order is ; and fo leaves your || 
Charge upon the Meeting without botrom, none knowing by any words of | | 
yours, what the extent thereof may be. And ſeeing that your diſturbance | 
and oppolirion firſt broke forth in our publick Meetings touching the mart- ' 
ter of the aforeſaid Agreement , or Order amongſt Friends. We judge is | 
vety proper in the firit place to ſpeak touching the ſame, Thar is to ay. 

' Oathe occaſton of {ome profetiing truth, undertaking to concern them» 
ſelves about Marriage in a ſhort time after death of former Wite or Hus» | 
band,to the reproach of Truth,and the griet of the faithful roGod.as athing 
below the Moderation,the Chaſtiry and Dominion. ofthe Truth we have re- 
ccived andbelieyed in;nor doth iranſwer that ſweet ſayour,which in righteoul- | 
nels Gods people ſhould ſend forth in Converſation and Life amongſt all. And | 
on the occaſion whereof Friends had ſuffered in their repute in divers places. 

After the Monthly Meetings orderly dealing wich tuch , it became the 
concern of the Quarterly Mecting ( preſented ro the Friends thereof, by the 
conſent and agreement of the Monthly Os to which ſome of the faid 
perſons did belong) who were deſired to confider thereof, and to give their 
tence touching the ſame ; which _ done inthe fear of God, in a.regard | 
ro Truth and its praiſe. It was agreed upon amongſt Friends, That to for- | 
bear Marriage after the death of former wife or husband twelve Months at the | 
leaſt was time little enough. 

And it was further agreed upon in theſaid Meeting, that the ſame ſhould 
be Recorded, (fully demonſtrating Friends diffatisfaCtion, it any ſhould de- | 
fire or ſeem roattempt the contrary,) with a Caution alfo to Friends every | 
where throughout the County , not to incourage in any , any other in- 
clination, or attempt, and a Paper being drawn accordingly « ir was agreed | 
that the ſame ſhould be ſent ro rhe ſeveral Monthly Meetings of Friends 
throughout the County ; which being done it was acceptably received and | 
cloſed with. And Friends were generally glad of it, and refreſhed thereby, {| 
becauſe the Truth had ſuffered in divers places through the forward .at- | 
temprs of divers in that caſe; little diſlike thereof in any that we teard of |} 
appearcd , or oppoſition thereunto was made , for much of the rime of rwa' || 
years , but all was quictand our Meetings coole and ſtill ; ancill the afore- 
faid John Cox ( the great fomenter of the ſirite , which he with others hath | 

_ wrought therpſclves into ) on the es Fokn' Ha/l of the Ciry of York , 
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* Agreement and Practice of Friends; yer notwithſtanding 
' Cox, in a boiſterous kind of an uncomely manner 

) Friends would or rio; whole extravagant diſord 7ork 
| diſowned by the Meeting, and his Paper alfo; Friends vindicating the for- 
mer Order given forth, Recorded, and by a joint Agreement ſcnt abroad 
| amongſt Friends, Fobn Cox was delired to be quiet, and not occaſion ſuch 


Rs. AP 
his purpoſe to Marry within the aforeſaid time made mention of, cauſed 4 
Paper to be brought in amongſt Friends into our Quarterly Meeting, in an 


' abſolute judgement upon the atorclaid Agreement, and Orderof the Meet- 


ing in that caſe : which being diſorderly brought in without the Aſlent of 
the Monthly Mecting he belonged to, was nor ( according to former or- 
der, and practice of Friends ) to be publickly read, but firſt more private. 
ly conſidered npon by ſome choſen for that end, thar fo no publick ſtrife 
might appear in the Mecting through the oppolition of any _ the 
the faid fohn 

read the {ame whether 
erly work thcrein being 


exerciic of priet and trouble in the Meeting as he attempred to make. 
Bur for all that he knows, that fo little regard had he ( with ſome: few 


| others concerned with him in the oppoſite Work ) to Truths ſweet ſayour 
| and the tender Agreement made by Fricnds for the ſake thereof in the wi(- 
| dom of God, and in their care forthe honour of Trurh ; and ſo little mar- 
| ter'd he, nor the reſt of you concerned with him , the Unity of Friends 
| and the Churchcs peace, thar he obſtinately ſtood ro Vindicate his ſaid Pa- 


per , and the judgement he Had placed upon the Quartcrly Meeting ; and 


Wan oppokite Spirit hath it been often urged by you, and by others of party 


with you, in our open Meetings ,- That you would have no reftraint or limit, 
#s to time, put in that caſe, but all ſhould have liberty allowed them to Marry 
again after death of former Wife or Husband when they pleaſed , though within 
« Week or a Month, as your words did fully imply. 

Arid whether Friends would give conſent or no, was the aforcſaid Mar- 


\ Triage of John Hal (your latc great Conleller in your Concerns of this fort) 


accompliſhed ſeveral Months within the time mademention of for forbear- 
ance, and that allo withour bringing it twice before Friends Monthly Meet- 
ing according to Order and Practice amongſt Friendstfor clearnels ſake, yea 
without his coming with it orderly at all, vindicated, owned, and ſtood 
by by you, encouragers thereof. —=_ : ; 

And whether you with ſuch a Spirit as this , are cither fit to propoſe, or 
can be real in your Offers for peace, love, and unity, as in your Printed Pa- 
per you pretend (though with gricyous ſmirings upon the Church of God 
we deſire you may conſider, and do leave it ro the honeſt and upright ro 
God, to judge. | ; 

Weask you > how many of you have laid, Thar if ever you had oc- 
calion, ye would Marry within the ſaid time ( by the Mecringagreed upon 
tor Friends to forbcar ) and thari fhould be done on purpoſe to break the 

neck 


ns | hy 
neck of theaforeſaid order; which doings becomes not men of your Lippal 


E! 
* parts, and pretended care for Truth, and which ſober people do condemn. |} 
t And weteſtifie thatthe liberty you would allow is ablurd in Nature, in- 
of famous amongſt men, below modeſly, below that Chriſtian reſpect and 
FA nearneſs, that the Relation of former Marriages works the clean and chaſt 
Ce into, a cry unbecoming common Civility and the prattice of ſober people: | 
fe Yea to Marry again within twelve Months was dilallowed and puniſh- 
16 able by the Laws of Chriſtian Princes, and by the Law of Heathen Princes 
IN there was to be ten Monthstime for forbearance in this caſe ( ſeethe Mirrour | 
Sy of Fuſtice ) ContradiQtory alſo is your propoſal in this matter to the coun- 
fe {el and advice of the Apoſtic co the Primitive Churches of Chriſt who ſaid, 
r- whatever things are honeſt, whatever things are comely, and of good report : 
d if there be any Vertne, if there be any praiſe, thinkof theſe things. | 
h But faith John Cox, and them of Party with him', what Friends have a. 
| mind to do, or when they pleaſe, let them Marry againjf at two Weeks or Months 
W end, as yourwords and work of Strife implyes, for ſaid you, we wil! have 
Y no limit at all, but we will be left to our Chritan Liberty, as you often expreC 
(: {edyour ſeives in and about this cafe. h 
[- Irs true divers Objections were made ty ſome of Party with you, againſt 
ls the aforeſaid Agreement touching Latter Marriage , ro wit, peradventure, 
B ſay you, ſome may be moved to marry within leſs time, others peradventure can- 
d not contain themſetves ſo long , and if they commit folly in the mean time, who 
y mujt have the blame ; others by ſo long forbearance may come to miſs a good for- 
f, tune, as ſome of Party with you ſaid, or words to that purpoſe, and ſuch fri- 
'y volous abſurd, unchriſtian allegations have you uſed, as it's almoſt a ſhame 
N ro mention in this Goſpel day : And therefore, when it was asked ſome of 


you, would you not allow a limit for a Week or a Fortnights time? No ſaid 
P you, we will have no mit at all, | 
) All which objeCtions for the ſatisfying of the ſimple amongſt you Cwhom 
you have betrayed )) are fully anſwered in our Manuſcript, which we will 
Fo not 3rouble the Reader with,and the rather becauſe any honeſt ſober people 
a do abhor that which you bave made {uch Quarrelling abour. 
i Are not theſe Paſſages and Practices of yours , if no more were ſaid, ſuſ- 
cient to Convince all fober people, that you are not men for love, unity and 
peace in the Churchof God? unleſs you would haye triends loye and fellow- 
ſhip to ſtand in the Fleſh , and not in Spirit that morrtifies the deeds of the 
ficſh. FL | | ; 
And itis plain thar, that Spirit that cryes for liberty in {uch caſes asthele, 
and covets thereafter is the ſervant of Bondage , and thoſe that are of it 
ſhves to their own wills, their inordinate afteEtions , and the luſts thereof, 
without regard to Truch, or the tweet favour thereof. - 
The contention that hath teen mg by you and them of your Sp 
IRE 2 | about 
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{ (FohnCox having (er the wheels agoing )it would be too tedious a work hereto 
| Inſerr. Oh ! whar exerciſe and grict ro Gods tender people, hath been occa- 
| froned in divers publick Meetings of Friends by a few of you ; we mean of 
| them of your Spirit and Party, and how turbulent rwo or threeof you have 
| been againſt the reſt of the whole Mzcting from time to time, in oppoſiri- 
| on to the aforclaid Order, and Agreementof Friends. 
| To the allaying whereof', and that other weighty Matters under the 
| Meetings concern might not be obſtructed through your ſtrife . it was pro- 
| poſed by ſome of the Faithful in the Meeting, rhas were lovers of Peace, 
that the Matrer you were in ſuch a heat about , ſhould be referred to the 
hearing, and judgement of Friends in the Yoarly Meeting, which was once 
| by you yielded to 3 and the ſame was recorded by the Meetings Agreement. 
| And yet afterwafds upon a fceming {atisiaction amongſt you touching the 
ame, that reference at your requeſt was fulpended , Friends hoping that 
| che matter would fall amongſt you, asro any more Ditturbance, = that 
| we ſhould have no more of that work. 
| Yet notwithſtanding, through the reſtleſnets of that Spirit that had enter- 
| ed amongſt you, that loves nor the Churches peace, nor the unity rhercof, 
{ whatever it may prerend to. The olddiſlatisfaction appeared again amongſt 
| you,& the ſtrife aroſe,managed by the lame Spirir,cncouraged by you to the 
diſturbance of Friends in divers Meetings, and- to make oppoſition to the 
aforeſaid order you ſeemed reſolved, urging to hayeit Raced out of Friends 
| , and thar all mipht be left to their own freedom withour li- 
mit as to time, in that caſe, bur nevertheleſs with a free conſent and uni 
Friends in our Meetings approved thereof, and being well ſatisfied wirhthe 
tender care that was upon Friends hearts for Truths praiſe , and the Lords 
| preſence being with us in our Exerciſe and Teftmony therein ; your work 
6f oppoſition was difowned, and your ſtrite ſtood over in the Lambs peace- 
able Spiric, which the bleſimgs ot God attends. : 

' And Fohn Cox, thou may remember , that two of us came to thy 
houſe (we mean of ſuch of us as your Spirit ſtrove againſt) when other three 
beſides thy (elf of the ſtrongeſt amongſt you was there: And in a conde- 
feending quiet Spirit (at the requeſt of many Brethren, that it pofhble you 
might be preſcrved from ruine, which you were in danger of, through the 
ſtrife you were in) we propoſed to you the renewing of the former retc- 
rence to the yearly Meeting aboutthe marter in debare according to our firſt 
agreement. Bur you totally refufed the fame, and nothing would then 
frve you, but taking it out of the Book, as one of you then moved. 

Fohn Cox, Edward Nightingale, and Tho. Denniſon you knowin your own 
hearts, that the Relation we have here given touching the martter inferred, 


$nakedlv truth concetning you, fo far as you are herein charged as the 
: |  Aﬀtors 


kbour the marter of the aforclaid -Agreement touching Tatter Marriage 
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ARtors thereof ,” or ithath been Fe ——_ and as to any part thereof, 
wherein others(though of the ſame Spirit with you ) haye been more parti- 
cularly ſomerimes in the adting part of the conrention , trouble and grief | 
occaſioned by you, and them in our Meetings, is not only true, and fin- 
cerely relared > Bur is far ſhore of what might be ſaid touching the ſame 3, 
concerning which we can produce, it need were, ſufficient witneſs as to any 
matter that you in any colourableneſs can deny. 

We admire at your Printing and giving us cauſe to reply , which we de- 
fire (more eſpecially for ſome of your ſakes who haye been inflaenced by 
others ) we had nor met with. | 

Bur ſeeing it muſt be thus , and cannot now be avoided with repute 
co truth, _ the clearing of Friends, you have rendered in Print to be the 
occaſion of the ſtrife you have appeared in, and to give all that may take ' 
notice hereof , occaſion to judge whether your otters tor peace be real, or 
under a feigned prerence only , whileſt your ACtions have ſhewen the con- 
trary. 

We proceed further tro remind you z that airer all the aforementioned 
work of ſtrife againſt the Churches care, and concera to the letting looſe of 
a libertine wrong Spirit , as alſo the diſturbance ſome of you appeared in at 
divers more particular Mectings in York, refl:2Cting upon the Care, and Gol- 
pel Order ufed and Pradtiſed amongſt Friends , charging them with the 
bringing in of mens Preſcriptions, Ceremonies, noval Orders of mens 
trameing, not agreeable with the Scriprures, and our Primitive practice (bur 
never proved any thing ) nay you fticked nor to charge Friends with the 
bringing in the Apoſtacy again,with ſuch Clamours and general Refleftians, 
( unproved ) as itsa ſhame to mention. 

All which (asit hath appeared was not ſufficient ro ſartsfie Fohn Cox as to 
matter ef conrention and ſtrife amongſt Gods people., which he ſeemed ro 
luſt after : For you may remember what adoc he and you made in and 
abour the firſt day of the Weeks Mectings in the City 5 which for many 
years had been conſtantly kept in the publick Mecring Place z One m the 
aforenoon, and another in the after , which for the conyeniency of Servants 
and rhe younger fort of People, ( who upon ſeveral accounts could not ſa | 
well artend, or havetie benefit of any Mecting, it it bad been inche middle _ } 
of the day ) hath bzen the Practice of Friends in {eyeral of the Cities and 
ercat Towns in the Nation where the Lord hath raiſed up a people to reſtt- 
fie to the truth. | 

& is a ſhame, ro know what diſorder, and confuſion you run your ſzlves 
into , making vour doings ridiculous amongſt ſober people , about an at- 
rempt ro bring the two ſettled Meetings ( in the Unity of Friends) into one 
Meeting again ,-as ſufficient for yourcaletul minds. | 
You cannot haye forgot ( we are {ure the upright to God «lo __ 

With 
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grief, being the beginning of freſh contentious work you deſigned to make) 
that ſeveral of you one day (when divers ancient Friends were ablent ) ha- 
ving not acquainted Friends of the Mecting with the delign you had in 
your minds , came into the Mecting with thoſe of your Families with you, 
a little before the time that the aforenoon Meeting was uſually broke up, 
and ſoon after Fohn Cox begun to ſpeak, continuing all or mott of the time 
that Friends were wont to withdraw berwixt the Meetings , which was 
diſorder as well as {urprize to the honeſt hearted there: and yet that ne 
knowledge might go abroad of a jumble amongſt Friends , the naoſt part 
of Friends ſtayed , and did not at that time withdraw, not knowing whe- 
ther it was delignedly done by you, or occaſionally , only through 7ohr 
Cox's Preaching; andthe 'Y Ate continued til] thatthe hour after the at- 
tcrnoons Mecting was wont to begin , and then brake up by ſome of your 
meanes : Some 1n that deſign was ſpoken to, and asked what was meant 
thereby, but little anſwer was given them ; and fo che moſt part looking 
upon it to be but accidental, and not on purpoſe, were quict, and bore 1t 
till further proot was givcn. 

Thelike courſe of coming late in the atorenoon, diverſe of you took the 
next Firſi Day after , and continued fitting as you did the other day beforc. 
Some others alſo, whom you had influenced, fitting with you, and other; 
withdrawing, as the former conftant manner had been. Bur this you ſaw 
would not do, to bring on your deſign of one Mecting, as you aimed ar, be- 
caule all would not{ſit with you, nor meet as you would have met. . 

Then you caſt abour to further and perfe&t your work another way (that 
is toſay) you would meet when Friends meet in the Morning, and notwith- 
draw as Friends uſcd to do, but you would fit betwixt the Meetings, and 
through the afternoon Meeting allo , rhinking that under that pretence of 
zeal for long Meetings, &c. you would the {ooner get in upon Friends to 
fit with you, and having once gain'd that point , then by degrees to take 
your time of coming together , and parting aflunder , as you might atrer- 
wards bring the matter about. For there s none almoſt fo weak asto think 
that you could be {incere in your pretence of fitting {1x or {eyen hours toge- 
ther, that coveted fo much for one Meeting inſtead of rwo, and rarely that 
any of you came to the 5th. Day ofthe Weeks Meeting. 

And for two or three fit dayes, in this Confuſion were you ated, till 
thoſe ancient Friends before ablcnt as aforclaid coming home, and your 
deſign clearly manitcſted , and ſtood to by you ; one Friend abour the 
time of the breaking up of the aforencon Mecting ) according to former 
Practice ) ſtood up, and dclired Friends not to make any publick jumble or 
diſorder about the altering of rhe Meetings bur if any was diflatisfied with rhe 
two Mectings ona day, letthere be a Mecting of Friends ro contider thereof, 
| t:2at 
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be Siren ro the world to reproach Fricnds by rhe contrary. 


him to withdraw , but he would take nu notice thereof , and although 
upon that reaſonable and truth-like Motion , a great part of the Meeting 
; withdrew ; yet you with your families and {ome tew more continued fitting 
which doth not demonſtrate a mind inclined to (or deſirous of ) love, and 


] 
unity as pretended in your Printed Paper, or that you in your (Offers, for | 


accommodating of the difference were ſincere , whilſt ſuch jumbling con- 


rentious work 15 vindicated and ſtood by amongſt you , and reflections tre- | 


. quently caſt upon Friends, and their pzaceable excrciſes belides. 

I Bur to go on, a Meeting being greatly deſired and ſought for by the faith- 

; ful in the City and Countrey ( that loves Sons peace , and the proſperity 

l thereof ) about the martter of your deſign of reducing two Meetings into one, 

Z ar-laſt it was got (and yet with nuch ado on your part )) and ſome Coun- 

[ tr2y Fricnds that were Priſoners were there : All probable endeayours were 
uſed to perlwade you to forbear vour ſtriving on that wile , and togive up 


c your {elves to the Obſervance of the two Mectings ſerrled in the Unity, and 

- with the conlent of the Mecting , and with the fatisfaftion of divers Coun- 

'3 try Friends , Elders and Miniſters of the Truth, and had been comfortabl 

W c:joycd for many years, but nothing would perſwade you, John Cox alled- 
; ging in a heat that he was moycd to fit betwixt the Meetings, and he wovld 


{1r 1t none elle fate with him, and ſo ended that Mceting to the grict ofthe 
It faithful ro God. 


1- You know what endeavours was uſed by many Friendsin Particularwith 
d you, what advice the Priſoners in the Caſtle (being then many ) gave you. | 
vi in writing, under the hands of many who Sublcrib:d rhe ſame, difowning - 
O the jamble and ſtrife you had made , and your attempr to bring the two 
.C Mectings into one , defiring you to be quiet and prize the Churches peace, 
[- and Ulniry of Friends, more then vou {cemed to do, but all was {leighted by 
k you : though your defign vet failed you , in eyery undertaking therein, || 
C- through Gods Power, who is ſtronger then men, or the devices that man- | 
il can make. 

Which you obſerving. Fohn Cox ( forgetting or at lcaſt taking nonotice 
1 of his aſſerting that he was moved to fir, and would fir ifnone fat with him) 
Ir with others in this contentious work , concluded that they would mcet ir+ , 
fs the aforenoon, when Fricnds met, and part when other Friendsparred, and 
er as to the afternoon Mecting all ſhould be left to freodom whether they. |! 
Ir wou'd meet or no. which praQice held but a very little while with you, . 
1e and during which, that which ſatisfied you as ro Mecrings in the publick. | 
f, Mezting place was about two hours and an half on a day, inſtead of fix or 
at feycn, which Fohn Ce: ivemed a lirtle before rejolyed in , and pretended a 
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that what as was done might be done in the Uniry, and no occafien might, 
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on Cox may remember how one took him by the hand , and deſired 
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[| 'raoticn for it alſo: See what confuſion is here which you are ſurprized 
| with, and whichis worſe will not ſee it, or at leaſt not confeſs and condemn 
| rhe lame. 

© Butrogo on, what was the next courſe you took, let it be known as pub- 
I. lickly as your falſe pretenccs for love and Unity are ſpread abroad, that in 
! alittle time after, under a relolve as __ to break off from Friends, and 
| from the ancient fellowſhip of Truth and Practice therein, in a time of 
| Fricads Exerciſe and great (uftcrings for the Teſtimony of our publick Meet- 
! ings, and in a time when there were aboye 200 Priſoners tor the teltimony 
| ruth, belongiag to the City, and Caſtle of York, you totally torſook rhe 
| Aflemblics of Friendsin the publick Meeting place, and berook your ſelves 


intoa private ſeparate Meeting in your own houſes, lerting fall the Standard 
| of your Nobility in the Truth , and the publick Teſtimony thereof, 
| tothe incurring the diſpleaſure of Almighty God, your own ſhame, and gi- 

ving an occaſion of rejoicing to the World , whileſt your ancient Friends, 
| who forgets not your firſt love, and the fellowſhip which hath been enjoyed 
' with ſome of you, laments, and deſires your repentance ro amendment of 
life, that the Lord may forgive you. 

After all thoſe offences commurted by you againſtthe Lord. his Truth and 
| People: Friends neglected nor their duty concerning you, and thoſe gone off 
 withtyou, but with an healing Spirit uled their Endeavours to perſwade you 

to break up your ſeparate Meeting ; in the ſorrowthat the Lord worksthe 

-wevrmagly into, and to return to your firſt loye again , and fellowſhip 

therein, | 

You were treated on this wiſe by divers Friends of the Cit Meeting who 

- dealt with you ; divers Priſoners and other Countrey Friends WCre CONCern- 
- ed on your accounts for your return again, and cleared their Conſciences to 
you ſeveral travelling Friends came ro vitit-you, in a Teſtimony againſt 
your Separation, and ſeparate Meeting: The monthly Meeting Sooke with 
you in Teſtimony, Caution and Advice, and ſent you a tender Paper, but 
| - youſtill deſpiſed and kickt againſt all, with ſcurrilous reflefting, abuſive rc- 
| plies, which may be produced if occaſion doth require. 

Your conditien and ſtarc by the monthly Meeting you belonged to, was 
at laſt brought ro the Quarterly Meeting in order to dealing with you in the 
wiſdom and power of God as the Friends thereof ſaw mect ; That mceting 
was not haſtyin giving judgementupon you, when your caſe was fairly ſta- 

- ted, rogether with the Orderly Proceedings of Friends in particular, and of 
- the monthly Meeting concerning you 3, ind although your ſtate of Separa- 
tion and ſeparate Meeting was clear for the judgement of Truth , as. the Sun 
at Noon-day Yet the Quarterly Mecting propofed that ſome might go to 
-you, in the Lords power and Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus to figaifie rheir diſunion 
with your Separation and {cparate Meeting, and rodefire you to judge and 


mercy , and you might be reſtored unto him again , and into fellowſhip 
with his people, andaccordingly ſome came and laboured to get you toge-' 
ther ( vis. the Subſcribers of this Printed Paper,as the great occaſtoners ofthe 
diſturbance that hath: been made, and of the Separation, bit you refuſed to 
take any notice of their delire to have you together, neithercould yoube got 
co it, but Friends were glad to open themelves to you in particular as they 
met with yau. f 


But after all their care uſed towards you, rhis Relation was brought into 
the Mecting, that you fleighted their advice, you would not judge your ſe- | 
parare Meeting, nor acknowledge your ſ{elycs guilty of any Crime whatſo- | 
evcr touching the matter of your ſtrife, and the diſturbance you had made | 
in Friends Mmogh ot in your Separation, and ſcparate Mecting, but ſome 


of you ſtanding to Vindicate all you had done touching that matrer , re- 


ficcting upon and judging Friends and the Meeting: Fohn Cox charging 
Friends to be gone tmto the Apoſtacy and rhe like. 
And you may remember alfo, that the next morning fome Friends came 


to youagain in the love of God to perſwade you to ſubmir your ſelves-to 


che truth, and to judge your departure from ir, and from the fellowſhip of 
Friends, that there might be no further proceedings in the Teſtimony and 


Order of Truth againſt you : yet nothing would enter you, bur hardneſs 


continued without any farisfaftion given by you, 
Whereupon, it was 


cious dividing work , as you hadappearcdin, that a Paper ſhould be given 
torth in a Teſtimony againſt the ſame , and the Spirit that led you there- 


unto, and againſt the aforeſaid Separation and ſeparate Meeting ſet up, and- | 
againſt ſuch as ſhould aber you therein, by aflociating with you in your Meet | 
ings, as alſo againſt the offering of any ones gitt amongſt Friends in that | 


unreconciled ſtate: a Copy whereof was to be {cnt you by the Agree- 


mentof the Meeting , which though comingafter ro your hands, Subſcrib- 1 
cd in the Meeting by above 70 perſons, you obſtinately deſpiſed the ſame, | 
riends love. care and exerciſe concerning you, but hard- | 
ned your hearts over all to the grief of Gods fairhful people, and the endan- || 
gcring your ruine for ever , when Friends labour of love and care in the - 


taking no notice of 


Church of God ſhall be rewarded into tneir own boſors Manifold. 

Now we can appcal to the Children of God, and to all ſober people,whe- 
ther rhe breach of fellowſhip berwixt you and the Church of God in the Ci- 
ty and County of York , and conſequently throughout the Nation (,which 
your Reflc&ions and abuſive Clamours reacheth ) be nar juſtly chargeable 
upon.you (and them of Party with you) notwithſtanding the flouriſh you 
have made with your Printed Pages and your pretended Offers for Brxony 
TR | Cilia- 


condemn the ſame, and break it up, thar if poſſible the Lord w_ have |. 


orced by the Meeting for the clearing of the Truth, | 
and the Church of Chrif and Friendsfellowſhip therein of all ſuch conten- | 


———_—_ - > > 


NP gs rg Dt A Eee 


- —_— 


—— 


| 
4 


{] 


| 


| 


+Y 
[+ 
| 


q 


f 
, 


J— 


OO —_— 


l 
in 
i 


*Þ 
1H 


' over to {ubjxR arcondemne ( where {ubjeCtien is net yielded ro God, and 


F- 14 ) 5 | 
| ciliation,Love,andUnity,having notPrinted the Anſwers to any thing ſentyon 


from time to time.,, neither have you ſtated the caſe in Print berwixt you 
and us, rclating to.the.difunion (- you confels in your Paper of Six Parric- 
Lars)youare gone intozand we can alioleave it to the judgement of all Chri- 


{ ſtian and ſober People, as the caſe is now fairly ſtared according to the real 


truth of matters, it there be not matter of evil fatenough chargeableupon 


| you, with reſpe& tothe judgement given again{t you , which yau call an 


Exclyjon,and yet had excluded your iclves in the hrſt Place, by your torally 


| leaving Friends publick Mectings,ſome Months betfore,andin a luftering time, 


And alſo we ask you ( who have Printed and cries our of being excluded, 


and tells people what offers of Reconcilement you have ſent us) can you 


expect to be received into the fellowſhip of faithtul Friends, untill you haye 


given ſatisfaRion to the Church of God for the offence you have commited 
' againſt his truth and people,by acknowledging the diſorder you hayemade, 
. andthe miſcarriages you have ſhametully. run into : 'Youſay you have of- 
: tered a propoſition for reconcilement: We ask you, did you ever acknow- 


ledge any wrong done by you to Gods People, or maniteſt any repentance 


| ny rrow for the abuliye work you have appeared in? what repentance 
' and forſaking have you ſhewen , wherein to be received of God, and 


amoneglt his People > We never {aw the leaſt meaſure of ſuch a mind or 


| Spirit inyou, ſince you begun:your contentious work, which wrought you 
| out of the fellowſhip, you make an taigned ourtfide ſhew- of a deſire to be 
' brought irito again, and accordingly have offered you ſay on your part. 


But we tell you on the contrary , your offers are inconſiſtent with what 
yeowe to God, and his people in divers reipects, and therefore we can take 
no notice of them, being ameer empry flowriſh,you would cheat the ſimple 
hcarted with, where you {end your Prinre.i Papers. 

You have propoſed joining with Fricnds again in the City and County of 


| York, bur was irnot 01 the'tearms of taking away the Order about Mar- 
' Fiage you ſpeak of, 2nd leaveyou to your liberty to Marry when you pleaſe 
; 3fter death of former wite or husband , as before inſerted ) withour any li- 


mir as to timeat all. _ : : = 
You profter ro corne in amongſt Friends again 3 bur is it nor on the tearms 
of having all left looſe from Goſpel Order , Ditcipline or Rule inthe 


| Church of God , under colour of wanting inward Convincement, or of 
| being led thereunto by the Spirit, and the Illumination thereof which hath 
| been the plea of all the Apoſtates fince we have been a people, renderin 


Friends care in the. Church of Chrift Impofition ; and rhe fraftices uſe 

amongſt them, mensPreſcriptions, Ceremonies, noval Orders and the like, 
23s you bave done thereby to get from under the Law and Government of 
Truth, in a ſtubborn, contentious, loole mind, which the Truth hath power 


tis 


OB) 
his poger , in the particular) in ſuch: as: profeis; the pure/chaſt Truth, 
When did you" ever: propoſe any tcarms Raymatrine Cray bur m=y 
Condition of our rerrafting, and calling in the Paper given forth again 
your Dividing Spirir and work, and the Separation you run into, gives | 
torth by the Meeting after you had excluded your ſelves. What jugleing 
work 1s this you have in Print appeared in : No you think you can loblind- 
fold ſuch as your Papers are gone amongſt, as that you appear jult and equal 
men inthe matter berwixr you and us, when the caſc: on both tides is truly 
opened trothem, or thatyour Spirit that hath brought forch ſuch fruits and 
works as thele , is fit to. be touched with * Or: will any think you are | 
worthy to be taken notice of by the Lerds People with re(pef to reconcilia- 
tion ( whoſe tellowſhip ſtands not in words and ſtrife, but in righteouſacts 
and peace )- untill you have tubmitted to God, and bowed to his power, in 
an acknowledgement of -the many wrongs dont by you, and: have cone 
demned-your {elves becaule thereof. by 4:4 ; 
Or can you think tharany judicious ſober people will ſay, that you have 
been ſincere in your propoſition for Loye and Unicy, with fuck a Spirit-as | 
you have been acted by in the aforementioned contentious abuſive work 2 
Or thar your pretence of wanting inward Convittion touching the necellary. 
of the Order and Diſcipline uſed amongſt Gods People in the Church of 
Chriſt, as in the Apoſtles dayes > Or your not ſeeing the leadings of the: 
Spirit of Chriſt in your ſelves into the Unity and Praftice thereof , is any 
other thing but a meer Clock for your Separation ( and the diſunion you are. 
gone into as you have often confeſſed ). as allo to hide you from'the judge- 
ment and ſtroak of Gods power, —_ juſt deſerr for the evil you hayedone' 
as the faithful ro God will conclude 2 _ | | 
Ordo you think that any to whom this juſt account doth come, or your 
Neighbours and Aſſociates that knows _ , and takes notice of the liberty” 
vou can of late years diſpenſe with, and have ſcen the confuſed work and 
diſorder ( its no private matter ) yau have made in Friends Meetings, and- 
your Separation art laſt , and the creeping work you are now in,; will ſay 
that you are ſo ſincere to your Principle, and the lite and practice thereof g 
as your pretences and flouriſh with your Offers tor Peace and Unity doth | 
{cem ro declare you to be? Or can they think that yoware really afraid 
of the bringing in of mens Preſcriptions, Ceremonies and the like, ro draw, 
trom the Spirit and Life of Truth, as you pretended to. be? and as you , | 
render our. mnocent care in the Church of Chriſt, and our Order and pra- | 
Qice therein 'to' produce ; Surely nay : You can never be reputed ſuch per-: | 
ſons, whoſe works of ſtrife , of Separation, of liberty and eaſe in the Fleſh ; | 
thews the'contrary. ;:.-:, 4 
And one of you alſo cannot have forgot , that heſaid ro ſome of us, with. . | 
tears in his Eyes, when he wasteader and ſomewhat low j1 his mind before .,} 


vt 
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I! ( 16 ) 
[| the Lord , that he was greatly hurt, and obſirutted in his inward grouth az 
{| rruch, through the fellowſhip he was drawn into with others of you, in a 
| light and fooliſh mind,. and unprofitable Diſcourſe out of the tear of God, 
{ whercin you were led from fuch exerciſc and care for Truth, and your true 
| peace with God, as you ſhould have been concerned In 3 this was lately told 
f ſome of you and could not be denied. Ir's pitty that ſuch things ſhould now 
! be diſpenſed with amongſt you , and its feared much more roo. The Scci- 
{ ety you arc in, and your joyning hands together againſt the Goſpel care of 
| God; people for Righteouſnels 3 And your pleading thus to be allowed in 
| things which the chaſt and pure Truth cannot diſpenſe with, gives ground 
| enough to believe, what we have told you of. 
! e are ſorry that we ſhould be ſoopenly plain with you, but your Print- 
* ing and abuling of us, and our Quarterly Mecting , and the Hypocriſte 
; you have appeared in,with the Flouriſh you make with your pretended of- 
| ters for peace, &c. hath given us juſt cauſe, which the her and wilz 
| roGod may ſee, and will ſay you haye brought it upon your own heads, 
- not like wile men. making Pits for others into which your ſelves fall. 
+ Andtouching the {ix Particulars made mention of in your Printed Paper; 
| which you call Reaſons of your Diſanion, its a. wonder to us. you are nor, 
| aſhamed once tomention them any more, in that you give us occaſion there- 
| by ro manifeſt and dere&t your folly therein,and to demonſtrate whar ſcraf-. 
| ling you have made to get any colourable plea tor the liberry you luſt after, 
| ws the diſunion and ſeparation youare in ; inthat alſo. we tell you again, 
| they have been fully anſwercd in every particular thereof, and ſentyou in. 
Manuſcript, deſiring you to prove your charges againſt us inſerted therein, 
or otherwiſein all rea on, as men to withdraw your charge. 
We vindicated the things you ſeemed to ſtumble ar to be according to 
| $criptures,and the ancient and more modern practice of Gods faithful people. 
We dereftedyonr falle Aflertions concerning us and our Goſpel care; all the | 
Anſwer you gave us was reitcrating the ſame charges, or ſuch others, com- 
| paringrs to the Church of Rome, and the ftting up. of her Superſtitions and 
| the like, and withall in your eyaſton from any direct anſwer. told us, you 
| ſaw wewere inclined to draw out the mind into contentiox, which.you deceitful] | 
| faid, you were not mindful to appear in; And yet your late works, your wri- | 
. ting and Printing having no other tendency in it; again and again falſly 
charging, but proving: nothing. PORN ; 
All which plainly demonſtrates that you arc gone. from Truths. life and 
' PraRice thereof., in your own Particulars, and the care and faithfulneſs of 
' others vou arc offended with, and your enmity is-riſen to that-hcight, fo 
that to defame the Church of God in general , and our Quarterly Meerng, 
and them you are turned from (though you incur. your own ſhame thereby, 


| and giye occaſion ta-have your nakednets laid open. }yoa matter lirtle whac 
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you ſay, or whereof youaffirm. Telling the world and all where your Pa- 
pers do come, of Six particular matters you have in charge againſt us, and 
for which you have left us , and ycr do not tell what thole Particulars are, 
which juſtly puts people into an amaze , and jealoutie of what nature and. 
tendency they are, or what the conſequences thereof may be. 

And had not the Magiſtrates of the Gay and others (ro whole knowledge. 
your Printed Paper was quickly expoſed ) had better knowledge of Friends 
taithfulneſs ro their firſt Principle and prafticethercin, and been more fully 
ftisfied therewith then your Papers,and your excluding. your (elves from us. 
did import , and had they not been fatisfied that you-were a ſhattered ſorr 
that had lett Friends Meetings, and taken to your ſelves more liberty then. 
our Principle doth allow, or you were formorly wont to take , you pur an. 
cccatton into their hands, which, to the exerciſe of Friends, they mighthave 
made uſc of.; We bleſs.God for his care concerning his people , and do ac- 
knowledge the moderation and good-will , which he hath wrought many : 
into Concerning Us. 

And now ſeeing you have given occafion for an Inquiry about the mat-. 
ter of your ſx Particulars, you having brought: the ſame into this publick. 
knowledge in Print ; and yet have lett things.thus. in the dark to our dil-- 
praiſe : We hope the Reader will excuſe, it we tell him what thoſe ſox Par-. 
ticulars are, you make {uch a> Flouriſh with, being nat improper alſotothe 
laying open the Work of Fohn Cox's Spirit, the great Agent in all theoppo= 
{ttion and ſtrife that hath: been made, and thereby give an opportunity for 
the wile in heart to judge: | | 

1. The firſt Particular made mentien of in your Printing. ( one of the ſie |! 
Reaſons given in for your dilunion, and firſt excludin your ſelves ) is the- | 
aforementioned Order, touching Lattey Marriage , which. beingin this al-- | 
rcady ſufficiently ſpokento, with reſpect to the weightthereof, as arr inſuſ- 
cieneplea; asalloto diſcover the ſhame of ſuch as{tumblestherear ; we ſhall.. | 
leave it to the confideration and ſence of the chaſt and clean to God. - 

2dy. Your ſecond Particular and caule of your difunien , as:you fay, is. | 
Friends pratlice of Recording the judgement of Truth upon the open and Scan-- | 
datous Offences of any under the Rrofeſſion thereof , whether it be by the. perſon. | 
tranſgrefſmg upon hu ſorrow and refentance touching the ſame , or it be by the | 
Church of God, on-the occaſion of the obj4nacy. and hardneſs of ſuch, and there- | 
in his refuſal to do it. | 4 

Touching whictr we tell the Reader, wehave writ atlarge and ſent you: | 
in Manuſcript; which your have not replyed ro, wherein we have Vindica- © | 
ted the {ame to be a Practice ccaliſtant with the Teſtimony-and ſervice of.” | 
Truth, tor the clearing thereof: Conſtftant allo with the praCtice of the Ho-- | 
ly Men of Old, who gavetorth the Scriptures :: whereia 1srecorded and left. | 
t-Poſterity ( for the magnifying the Riches-of. Gads grace,..and forgive-- | 


: (18) 
{ neſs tothe penitent ) Noah, David, Manaſſes, and Peter's failings, and for 4 
} Caution to all Gods People from one Generation toanother, bave left upon 
| Record to Poſterity the Rebellion of Corab and/his Company , and their 
| periſhing in the gainſaying. | 
Wherein alſo we have plainly refuted- your plea touching this matter, 
MM! (viz.) that it tends (as you lay )to the reproach of the penitent from one Ge- 
4 neration to another, in thatwe fay, and you may take notice, that the Gene- 
Tation/6f Evil-doers are induſtrious to preſerve the Memory of the {ins or 
4 weakneſſes of any profcſling truth, and to bring up the ſame trom one gene- 
} ration to another in reproach to TI ruth and the name of God. And is it 
{ not the Churches duty, and concernto prelerve thememory ( and that upon 
{ Record according to ancienrexamples of Gods mercy and torgiveneſs to the 
 penirent, and the memory of the return of ſuch to God again, and into the 
| Society of his people; here is the reproach wiped oft and praiſc ariſcth to the 
| broken in heart before the Lord.as alſo the joy and rejoicingof Gods people, 
I} as In the caſe of the Prodigal, and the /ot ſheep gone aſtray, found and brought 
| back with rejoicing, as the Parables ſets forth and repreſents. 

- And we ask you, what you call your Printing to poſterity. your 
| Diſunion with them you were once in tellowthip with , and telling people: 
$ weare gone into things you diflike, and therefore are you withdrawn from 
{ us, and yet tells not what thoſe things are which manitelts that its more 
| malice then matter that you have againſt us. 

* © And what fay you of the handing our one to another, and amongltthe 
' world I. Rogers Printed Book ( or ſuch others ') wherein Gods people for 
" their care in the Church of Chriſt , and their order therein , are rendered 
| Apoſtates to Poſteriry. Is not this a recording z what Unchriſtian work is 
* this we deſire you might ſec it with an hatred thereof. 
* 2Jdyz. You {cruple at Friends putting in writing in our Books, &c. 
' whats diſtributed under the Churches care and Overſightto the neceſſities of ſuch 
' as may otherwiſe be in want or what may be given to the outward Supply of ſuch 
' 4s in the Goſpel of Chriſt Feſus are concerned in [abour and Travels, and have 
not of their own wherewith to defray the charge thereof, this you ſay.,tends tothe 
\ upbraiding of the Receivers , and gives itas anorher reaion ( one of your Six 
- Particulars) of your difunion with us, and of your Separation. 
 Whereunto we fay alſo , wc have at large anſwered ſufficiently to have 
ſtopt your Clamours, and not to have appeared with the Flouriſh you have 
| made, untill you had refuted whar we faid in vindication of our Practice 
| therein, with reſpect to the {crviceand good end thereof, therein expreſſed, 
And we fay in ſhorr. | 
"The Record of the Dicburſements of Moneys gathered for the r-lict ofthe 
' Poor, is alwayes ready to fatisfic ſuch as repreſents the ſeveral Monthly 


| Mectings, in caſe any jealouſic ſhould ariſe in any touching the diſpoſing , 


: "oa ws 


thereof, as alſo png patarn om, avant 1 ang of ſuch as may be more aftual-- 


1 ly concerned , and we never that any of the tenderand innocent to 
Qt God did ſtumble thereat : We fear this {cruple doth ariſe from a contemi- - 
ol cus quarrelling Spirit that wants matter to make diſcord about, You do nog. 

| well in bringing forth ſuch work as this, it will never tend to Lou repute, 
Ig Lurt be your thame and burthen oneday. And as touching our Goſpel Mini-. 
ad ſters mainrenance according toneceſiity, and the recording thereof,which you 
wy {cruple at. As it 1s conventent with reipett to the aforefaid Accounts, and - 
_ for the aforementioned fatisfaftion, it any Scruple ſhould ariy way be made 
oa rovching the ſame, ſo are we in no reſpcEt aſhamed thereof, though you. 
a {cruple thereat, and diſunites yuur ſelves on the occaſion thereot, as you lay.. 
= Pau! was not aſhamed totell the Church of Corinth, that he bad robbed: 
= other Churches, that he might {pare them, and this is left upon Record. 
_ What need fohn Cox make this Scruple now , either with re(peC&t to the; 
1C manner of the atoremeationed Supply, or the Recording thereof; Wehavye- 
* no grouud to belieyc thar his Scruple is Conſcientious inthis caſe, but only 
* makes a frivolous plea thereof, for his ditunicing and going from us, below» 

the very parts cf a man. 
of And who hath ever been upbraided with what hath been given them. 
lc The time was while John Cox was low and tender to God,and in unity with' |} 
n his people, and had a meaſure of the diſpenſation of the Goſpel commirted- | 
* rohim, and didnot want friends care nor handsto Miniſter ro him, where | 
in we never heard of any {cruple that he made touching this caſe, neither 

4 was he ever upbraided with what he had rcceived, that ever we heard of ;:. 
r neither need he be aſhamed thereof; it he were the ſame in the truth and the 
d reſtimony of it (though the calc asto the world may be otherwile with hiny 
IS now then formerly ithath been ) its not well that he ſhould now find fault: ! 


with Friends continucd kindneſs, Exerciſe, and Method uſed in {ach caſes ag 


: theſe unleſs he would preſcribe a bctrer way, or declare whathe would have 

þ done: k he aſbamed of the Golpel he Preacht, and grieved that any Re- 

p cord ſhould be made of ought which he had received 2 Its too late to make: 

x that Seruple now , or to think to have it raced ou: of the Book, as if it were: 

4 2 blemiſh to kim. I thatbe the caſe, rhere 1s better courſes to be taken ro 

x merd that matter then ſo. Let him return ro God with unteigned repen-- 
tance, and into amendment of lite,therein will forgivenets be witnefled, and' 

E- his tranſgreſſions be remembered no more. This would mend that mar- 

© ter well, and be the rejoicing of Gods people , and the Ady abit 

; as he hath fought to betray. | Se 

; 4thiv. You ſeem to ſcruple at our \Vomens Mectings 3 on the occaſton of | 


any diſlin& concern for them in the Scryice of Truth in the Church of God, | 
as if no allowance could be proved (as you tay) {rom the Spirit of Chriſt,and 
the pradtices of the Primiziye Churches. This is.0ne of your ſux Partien- | 


| 20 | 
| hars, which (after you have excluded your ſelves, and gone into a Separati- 
| on ) you make a plea upon, for the diſunion you grant you are in. 
# Wekfay thisprattice we allo vindicated in our Antwer in Manuſcript,and 
| doſtand to maintain , as conſiſtant with the Apoſtles teſtimony, care, and 


advice, (viz.) Women made partakers of the gift of Gods Spirit, the Male and 


| the Female all one in the Lord, women Propheteſſes, women labourers in theGof- 
i 7el, care committed to the elder and honourable women to watch over the younger, 


g that all might adorn themſelves , and walk as becomes the Goſpel. Are nor 
{| theſe teſtimonies and Primitive PraCtices Conliſtant with the Exerciſe that 
{ ourelder and honourable women are concerned in atthis day, juſtifying 


rhe praCtice which you ſo ſtumble ar, and Separate upon, as you alledge. 

8. We alſo do affirm that Womens Service in the viſible Family of God is 
i neceſſary, and commendable to inſpeR infirmitiesand weakneſles more par- 
!! ticularly attending their Sex, and that the neceffities on the occaſion thereof 
may be miniſtred unto; and Widdows to be taken care for,and rhe female 
i Children left Fathetleſs or in need, {ertled and provided for,under the care 
| thatbecomes truth, and isan Ornament toirz You do not well to diſcou- 
| ragethem, or labour to block up their way. Pax/a true Miniſter of Chriſt 
was not of your mind, for he encouraged their Teſtimony inthe Truth, and 
| in theSpirit of Chriſt,allowcd their care in the Church ofGod,and theSer- 
| vice appertaining to them; rothe furtherance whereof we do ſay and affirm 
| through good experience, their diſtinct Meetings doth relate, which God 
doth bleſs.and hath eminently ſtood by to the confuſion and ſhameof ſuch as 


have obſtinately reſiſted the ſame, wedelreyoumay havea carewhatyou do. 


5thiy. Your fifth Particular, or reaſon of your diſunion as you ſay, is de- 
livered'thus. 1hether all Rules, Formatities, and Obſervations, outward, and 
Traditionally in Religion , that do not anſwer the Teſtimony of the Spirit, &c. 
whether in Dottrine or Precept, Meetings or Government, &C. that which « noval 
and of new framing and formings of men, &Cc. that which i not according to the 
great Ruler and leader into all Truth , nor according to the footfleps of the Lords 
Primitive flock , 8c. Ought not we to caution all and tejtific againſt them, as an 
Oppreſſion ts the true ſeed and I{raclite? : | 
| In our Anſwer we asked you what you aimed at hercin, Ir's a ſmiceing 
Query, yet no poſitive Charge. If you intend ir a Charge, why do you not 
ſpeak piainly and tell us ſo > However, becaule it's one of your ſix Particu- 
lars or reaſons for your difunion, and the Separation you are in, we take ic 
as 2 charge upon us. | | 
We _ you then,8& you ought to make it out, becaule you charge. Whar 
are thoſe outward Rules, Formalitics, 8c which you charge Gods People 
with, to bring-intorhe Churches, which you ſay are Novaloftnewframeing, 
and formines of men, &c. thatanſ{wer notthe Teſtimony of the Spirit, anc 
are not according tothe Scriptures of Truth, and agreeable therewith, in one 
7 Or 
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or ather juſt andlawful {ence 3 that are not according co the Apoliles advice, 
and primiriye practice of Gods People. - : | | 

We told:;you,-thar uncill you did thus, we could take little notice of your 
Refteftionsand general charge, heing:you do not fix'your charge any where | 
cither with reſpect ro th:Perions ſolncroducing,or asto things lo introduced, | 
that are of that nature and tendency , which we told you we expected you 
ſhould do, or otherwiſc to withdraw your Charge, and ceaſc your Clamour- | 
mg on this-wiſe... [Touching wbichas to-any: reply wenever. yet received | 
trom you-ene:wotd,though it was divers Months ago {ent-you, and ycrare 
not aſhamed to make mention thereof again inPrinr,, and to alk of the ſix 
Particulars you-ſentus, as reaſons of your difunion, as you called them, and 
n-ver havethe courage to yindicate the ſame againſt the dereftion therect 
which weſent you. ; 

You find fault with the Praftices weule AGIInS £0 Goſpel Order in the 
Churchof Chriſt, but tells us not-what you would have placed in the ſtead. 
thereof, or whether ar no. you would have any Chriſtian DireCtions, Rules; 
and Precepts ,- or any Order: or Diſcipline uled amongſt Gods people, and 
vilible Family, or you would have none atall ; fo that it may be concluded 
as that which is the ſum of the marrer, that you are cla ſort that would be at 
l'berty from under any limit or :Governmear, ar a looſe end, which ſeems. 
very abſurdand ridiculous,; and doth not become Chriſtian Socieries,northe - 
practice. of. truly conſcientious people; © ok | 54 Fe 

Gthly. Thelait particular or-reafon of- your diſunion, as you fav, which 
appears tobe a vety frivolous and an impertinent thing , and greatly be- 
ſpeaks the pinch you are upon, to get any plauſible coyer for your ſepara- 
tion , and the. difunion you have run your-{elyes into, -.which we would. 
think you might ſhame with, for jr is a-difparagement to you to make men- 
tion thereof, (viz.) You ſay, There comes amongſt us ſome. per ſonsthat /peaks, 
by Information , and not from the Sririt of the Lord, and uſes Gods word deceit- 
fully to pleaſe perſons, &Cc. Being before prepoſſeſſed 4s apjears (yu ſay ) by their 
heats and Cenſlres, 8. | 7 | | 
 Wetold you in our Manuſcript, that you do not tell us who thole per- 
ſonsarethar ſpeak on that wiſe, and are {0 prepoſleſled, ,.or who they are 
that do ſo prepoſieſs them. 412 tho nw fo ates 

This isbut a Clamour and a noiſe, you make an uncertain found and flics 
over, not worth the takingnotice ot. And it there be any perſons amongſt 

Friends in their Mectings, or that comes amongſt Friends, of either of the - 

ſorts you ſpeak of. What Goſpel Order did you give them in dealing with | 

them ir; Caution and Advice2. before you. publiſhed and {cnt abroad your 

Six Particulars, and before you {eparated,' not a word of that haye we heard 

of, for all yqur- clamouring in Print againſt us, and beſides we tell you, ir's 

too a a Refleftion_ upon Fries and our Meetings , and upon ſuch ag : 


haye 


} heard in our Mcetings any 


14 . - 


| a Teflimony for Godto beat; and doth nor beſpeak any true Repard-to-be 
| inyouto Truth and its praile, nor che Aflemblies of Gods People. - ©; - + 


-= Neither doth this' courle'of charging and' refleQting ſo generally become a 


Miniſter of Chriſt,” andan Elder, 'as Jobn Cox, it ſeems hath the reputttion 


of.amonglt yoy;, and your leavingFriends Publick Meetings on {uch an ac- 


| count asthis wonderfully confirms many Teſtimonies concerning you, that 


you are departed from your firſt loye to God, and that a diſregard is enter- 
ed you ofthe fellowthip, of Brethren , and that you'had a mind 'to go out 
from us, in that Spirit which 1s not of us,ctherwile no doubt you would haye 
continued with us, and have taken'a more Goſpel way of preceeduretouch- 


| ing thoſe (if there were any ſuch) you ſpeak of inthe dark prepotidfing 


or prepoſ{cR, then you have done. "This method you take hath no favour 


 oflife in it ,. nor demonſtrates it {c}t ro come trom the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus. 


- You (miteat perſons bur Inftancesnone , nor proves any thing , nor do 
we know of anv ſuch as you 4 rg at to come amongſt us, nether have we 
eſtimony. from any ſuch, as we may preſume 
you aim at, but that which is in the Spirit -and power of God , and hath'a 
witneſs in the hearts of the render to God.7 | | 

And if any Teſtimony in Advice and Caution in a zeal for God hath been 
publiſhed by any amongſt vs to beware ofa — rending Spirit; which 
becomes not the peaccable Family of God.) that Teſtimony 1s. nor robe re- 
Xd&ted nor can any be uffended therewith, bur ſuch as arc inſnared withfach 
a Spirit. - And it 1s no other Teſtimony then what the Prophets of old had 
from the Lord to bear , touching the backflidings of his people, who cryed 
aloud and ſpared not. And we ſay, af fuch Teftimonieswere inthe heart and 
mouth of any that comes amongſt Frierids, it is not Truth nor Goſpel like, 
to leave the Aﬀemblies of Gods people becauſe thereot ; whether rhe Teſti- 
mony had been applicable to yonornay. © fo 2; 

Thus we havein ſhort giverrthe.Reader an Abſtra of the Subſtance of 
what was ſent you, in anſwer to your fix Particulars you ſeem fo ro vannt 
over us withal, and to make a flouriſh to dazle the eyes of ſuch as may be 
raken therewith. | TE | '; Kt? 

And now we can appeal to all judicious people where this may come, to 
jadge, what weight of truth, or ſtrength of reaſon doth'2pp'ar in any or all 
of the ſix Particulars, you make ſucha flour'ſh with, and alledges in charge 
againſt our Quarterly Meeting and the Church of God,whereupon ro make 
tuch a quarrel as you haye appeared in againſt us, and upon which'to dif- 
amite and fly off into a Separation, and then ro publiſh in Prinr, wirh finite- 


ings and charges againſt Gods people as you have done; and whether your 


Offers for Peace with ſuch a ſpirit as you have been atted by; which hath 
drought forth fach ſorry ſtuff, as your 1K Gagan ma 1 appears to be; 
can be any thing but an empty flouriſh, Hypocrifie and Deceit farbelow $a 


| mn. 4 
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CLLR - 4 | | 
Wiſdom of God,: SFO ea God Vleffeth his people-wicty, yes; 
below thevery pattsoffober meh; to the incurring yortr dilparagement and? 
ſhaine, and gi 8 occalion for the publiſhing thereof, which' we have been -/ 
loathto do, had we not more then ordinarily been conſirained to it © --.. 

We take norice how ready youare to publifh in Print, thar you ſenc three”- 
Papers to three feyeral Quarcerly Meetings, and that you had bur received . 
one anſwer to two of them, 'and-none tor thepther ;- as it your Papers were 
not an{werable,” orthat we-had lirtle ro'fay ro your Offers ofPeace, as you- 
imoothly prerend , and yer never tells people thar your ſix Particulars were - 
anſwered and fent you many Months ago , and thar you have neyer yer 


ſenr-any direct reply thereto, unto this day, ; EET 2-1.9 
And therefore wetell you again (and ir's very clear ) you have notbeen- 
{gle ro God 1n vour oubliſh? ng your Oltcts'tor Peace-as youcall them, nei-' 
ther were: vou plain hearted /in co your Papers in Weftmerlznd, in that 
you have never yet { that we know ot) eithet in writing or Prine, ſtared the © 
caſe betwixt you and us, that people might judge thereot aright but you will. 
meer with a reward ajr—rore. Es | 
can you think you did witely , in telling ſome rhere, '- thatewo ofus 
were the cauſe of your Separation; what to {cparate your {elves from the: 
tcllowſhip, and the Aﬀemblics of. Gods people (unto whom you had been 
unieed 1n Teſtmony Profeſtion and Suffterings for. many years, and /Fohn Cox 
a Preacher among them ) on the occaſion of two of us , and yer doth not: 
rell, what thoſe rwo perſons have done, wheretforc. you have ſeparated. And 
obſerve alſo kow clearly you have confounded your ſelves and your ſixPar-; 
ticufars, which you give as reafons of your diſunion, and Separation,in ſay-. 
ing two of us were the occaſion thereof.” 'This doth: not tendo-your repute, 
buc manifeſts the confuſion you are in, and declares howbrickleand unſetled 
you haye been, and how ready to fly =: | 
And touching the flouriſh you make abour ſending your three Papers ts 
onr Quarterly Meetings,” and our anſwering or not an{wering thereof: We 
rell you; you abnſe the Meetings. condeſcention, kindneſs, and good will to 
you, © in'forbearinga little ftrombeing ſharp. upon you, -as thecaſe relating 
to you did: deſerve. a | Ee” | 
your Papers were all . anſwered -by the Meetings order , and by the. 
azreement of Friends; the anſwer-to the firſt was not to be {ent you, till the'. _ 


| next Quarterly Meeting ,, to ſee if you would conftder better of your State.. : 


and propoſe ſuch tearms for reconciling as the Meeting could cloſe-with :at 
which Meeting your ſecond Paper cameto Friends rothe very ſame purpoſe, 


_—_— the ſame import and tendency with-the firſt. And the anfwer tothe 
rſt bei 
to both, which widithent Annes > was then {ent you. 
Quarterly Meeting came your thi 


ready for you, wasjudged by the Mecring to be a ſufficient anſwer ' 
Then at the next. 

"Paper, which alſo arthe ſame time was: * 

vB anſwered 


[ ( 24-) 
| anlwered, rcad,... and owned' inthe Mecting witheur any objeRtion, : an 
| had” been quickly given you ,, bur that torbearance a. hitle, was by ſome 
| requeſted ,, - rhey, being inclined to deal with.you,, yer.once. more to fee 
| whar Compliance you. would be wrought into, in.order to the judgeing your 
| ſelves tor theſeparation , and breaking up your ſeparate Meeting ( that the 
jadgemear of rhe Quarterly Mecting was given forth againſt ) that ſo you 
might be brqught into a, meet capacity to betreated with an the Account of 
any offerschat could be made by you, or could be takennorice of by Friends. 
unrll char were done which allo you bave had. 

And we pray you take netice , Had it not been Truths part, and more 
becomeing Chriſtian Socierics { yea confiſtant with the honour thereof) and 
| more tending to your repute to have let the Mceting have known, that you 
| were dillarisfied with the anfwer to your two firft papers, and for the want 
| of receivingan anfwer to yourlaſt paperand haverold them alſo, that there- 
| fore you would Print except other fatisfaCtion were given you , before you 
| hadtaken the courſe you have done on this wie. | 
And whereas you inſert in your Printed Papcr , that there was ſome that 
| moved to have a Mecting with you.tor Reconcikation fake, and that you ex- 
| pected it, bur ir came to nothing yon fay. _. £ 
| nf». We fay.you might have taken notice, thaz for that cauſe might 
the-giving of you the Anſwer ro your laſt Paper be ſuſpended tothe next 

ccting to {ce whar cfte&that Meeting might produce Burt you may alſo 
| obſcrve that it was nor propoſed or condeſcended to, that a Meeting ſhould 
| be preftcred you by the Order of the quarterly Mecting , upon the tearms 
' youhad formerly offcre | ir, Viz. Our withdrawing the Paper of judgement 
\ givenforth againſt you as beforc inſerred. | 

: Forit isnor the Mectings Place to treatwith you, or give you a Mecting 
* onthofetearms; Bur on the tearms of acknowledgeing your weakneſs in the 
matterof your ſeparation, and ſeparate Meeting,and = judging that which 
Friends of the Quarterly Meeting had given out a eſtimony againſt, and 
diſowned any fellowfhip with you inthe Truth, nixil} that was done: 

We would not have you. miſtake your ſelves, and. make fleuriſhes with 
you knownot what. For bleſſed be God, Friends know their place; and 
their duty to him in the Church of Chriſt, according ra.Goſpel Order, the 
practice whereof is pleaſing to him , and his faichful peaple are comfortee 
therein. 6h 3a | | 7 PE RIG 

And this alfo we {ay that the Mecting that wasyielded nneo to be had with. 
yor, -or any of party with you, on your behalf, was on this wiſe. Thar if 
any particular Friend or Friends had any thing uponthem on thas account, 
they were left to their own liberty , astheir own coneern and not the Meet- 
ings Order ( touching which ſome being inclined cthereunto. a Mecting was. 
| offered yan by them accordingly, burwas xcjc-ted on,your part: We are 
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| (25) | 
aſhamed totake notice what ſhuffling you make, .and- what confuſion you. 
Tan into at every rn, and the. more 1s our trouble that you are not willing. 
to {ce and take notice rhercof te LEPENAnce and amendment of Life, which. 

hearry deſire , If the day of your Vſiration. 


that God may give you» SOT 
be not gone OVET YOu eads. 


POSCRIPT. 


AF D now John Cox. we have ſomething to ſay in ſhort touching another 
A printed Paper of thine, which thou calls An Epiltle 0 all the Lords 
people lent as 2 $alutation of love and Peace tO them, as thou ſayeſt. 

" We wonld have thee to read it over again, ard ſee , ! f thou baft not condemn- 
ed thy ſelf out. of thine own mouth therein. In pag..2 and 3." Thou adviſeſb. 
Friends to bepatientin ſufferings, bearing reproachestor Chrilts fakeandthat. 
his mecknels, patictcc, and hunulity, Þ1s heavenly Narure may appear nor. : 
avenging themſelves;for envy HAycs the ſoul as to its communion with God,. 

kindneſs abound, © c- 


and again thou ſaye#, ler brotherly 
hat not weefully confounded thy ſelf herein, and made thy [elf 


Now ſee if thou Py, | 
guilty of thine own charge , in Writing and Printing againf the Famalyof Gods 
d evil. ſpeaking, in thy [miteing 


ſewing forth thine @1v) and revenge (frife an 
People with Impcſ6ti0n, and ſetting up, of Orders ,, and. 


and falfly charging Gods 
Commandmentsof Men , and Impoſing Matters of Faith 'and Diſcipline, beyond. 
convincement or freedoM therein, manfejt i the Light of Chriſt fe ſus, as thou 
ſayes, and as ſometimes hou haſt writ. 1 hat the Church of Rome hath 4s: 
e92d a Plea for her Superſtitions 45 we have for things we are ut the pravtice of 
And yet tells us not what thoſe things are s' Rar yndertakgs in the leaſt to detet#* 
what we have ſaid 78 +be Vindication of what we praftiſe , 4nd 15 ufed in the 
Church of God * what hind of Salutation of loue and peace s this thou thus de= 
ee1r fully appears in , ard pretends to Ts it not t00 Lhe the Hail Maſter, and the 
keſs ina wreacherons falſe SPirit- Nd OY 
2 Thou ſaref-again, AVENgENOT your. ſelves, but bear the Yoke and Croſs of 
hulk. v3 | Co ts RN "x "=> 
How wut then,that thou haſt appeared in Print to defame onr. Quarterly Meoet=: 
ing, becauſe Frieuds world not give way 20.the hberty thou, and them of Party: 
with thee, cries Jury To Matry agaln as Gon as you pleaſe after death of. 
Wife or Husband, without any limit. therew: 5-01 hewing. difſatisf4#ton: 
to any unndtural , and untruthbke attempts thereunto , and becaufe Frients- 
world not indulge you the rife you made about reducing 10 ancient ſertled, 
and continued Meetings 7 the Caty-into one, which :h0u with all the cunning 2/08 
couldf: invent Frove t0 effett , and then in a grief when diſa pointed in thy deſign. 
tobreak off, and carry 4 Party with thee into 4 ſeraration. 4nd becauſe we re- 
quired thee t0. proue thy falſe charges againſt us aud the Church of God , ane 8 | 


& 
= AR, 
Re 


6 


—_ 


fa Bi Vindication 'we ind of whe me prattiſe nd 6 fel anoneh trio 
7/pel power , 4nd under bur care therein, or elſe withdrawthy charge and'teaſs' 
hy clamuping , and when thou could not perform the one, 'nor was willing to' 
Mt to the other.” To avenge thy ſelf tz pnbbſhing in-Print to go up and down + 
the Nation, thy falſe charging Gods ſuffering Peopte, yet particularly intantmg 
thing, nor making any proof of what thou ſeems to chargewith. 

Thereby rendering the trath we have teftified"to , uand the one Spirit of Chrift 
tFeſus, our holy Profeſſion and Fellowſhip therein as contemptible, as any way 
thou could# invent. What could Cain, Ifhmael, or Elau, of whom thou ſpeaks in 
yhySalocation of loveand peace hive done worſe then thou hajt done againſt the- 
fe of Truth, and the birth which God hath brought forth. - - 4% 
| 4h! John, It had been well for thee, if thou had! taken the advice, which 
thou: yay given others, and hadft hewed forth the faith thou- ſpeaks of, by better 
works then theſe thou haſt of tate brought forth, and that the patience thou ex- 
orte# ta, thou hadf wht thy ſelf, and not have been ſo reſtleſs and full of ſtrife. 
4s thou haſt been ( as the afore inſerted Relation demonſtrates) and-to have been 
ober, innocent and harmleſs, and have ſought after peace in thy attions, and fol- 
lowed the example of the Saints of old (thou canſft ſpeakof )- and not in thy ftrife 
thus to xvenge thy ſelf. | | 
| Had} thou [toodin the Salvation of God ( thon alſo talks of ) over this conten- 
Hors: fant, reſtleſs Spirit, and been quiet, thou would} not have publiſhed in Print 
sf thou hat done (in a falſe pretended Salutation of love and peace ) againſt Gods 
tender ſuffering people, yet deceitfully can bid Friends be patient in Sufferings, 
phileſt thy ſelf art adding affliftions to their bonds, for which John thou can} not 
care the Fudgement of God. ; | 
! "Thou fayeff again, let all things be done in the fear of God withour ſtrife 


and yain glory , 21d yet haſt manifeſted the contrary in thy ſelf, by diſquieting | 
he omfriate Aſſemblies of Gods People with thy confuſed char ds S 
break their Meetings, to thegreater grief of the ſouls of the upright to God, then 
he worf-informers have done amongſt them. 7 | | 
' "And wherein haſt thou been aware of frife, and-vain glory., that haft headed 


' contentions dividing ſort, and making thy ſelf pojular thereby, tothe diſquieting 


” ” i : *. - 


Friends in their ſuffering ate. or EIS 
Thou, adviſeft Friends not to forget toaſlemble themſelves rogether, what 
1. a :ſeparate Meeting, as thou and them” of party -with thee are crept into, and 
hat ina ſuffering time? What tonfuſion is this, building up and. pulhng down. 
nd thou mayelt alfo fee, thou thy ſelf hajt beer without the Fear of Gad ( which 
hu adviſeſt to ) wherein true wiſdom is received , otherwiſe:thou wouldit never: 
have befooled thy ſelf thus, to pubbſh in Print againſt a people that knows well thy: 
Fhirit and work., and have ſeen the fteps thou treads, and thereby gives them oc- 
\2fon the ſooner to Jay thee open, and let thy nakedne)s more fully appear, which 
| 1 have been loarh to do, for the ſake of fame, whom”thou haſt betrayed, -who ſe 
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4bod rhowwih farelybe charged 


'* Andimthine Epilite (as chontalls it ) thou tells of ſncha's feckspreheminence 
and jon Weg es tear \\the gr Wer. 
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faxes, but rel!fuot.whouboſe ware; whom thou impicitely int the dark. /mites at- 
But John hadf# not thou laved Preheminence, and coveted to be accounted a mas 
fit for Rule, andto bexr ſway, thou wouldft not have headed a Fathon as thay haſt 
done ag ainjt. the Order and Kute of Gods-power in the Church of.Chrift; .-nor-enr- 
gaged thy felf in ſuch 4 quarrel againſt the Lamb and. his followers-ns thi ha 
jreſumed to do', compaſſnng about to, gather Proſelites to'thy jetf, and the fatti 
onthou haſt appeared in. or ES | | \ 
And in thylate return from Weſitmerland,.didf not thou make thy Boaft what 
rece}tion thou met with there. But we ask thee, what account conldft thou give « 
the Meetings of Gods People thou hadf been at in that County, in thylete Tras 
vels thither ? was thou ſo ingenious and ſingle to God in the [elf denial,and to thy: 
Confederates,and thoſe from whom thou halt thy praiſe, and ſeemeſt great amongſt 
as to tel them that thou cameft at none, but among# 4 ſhattered broken ff ſorts 
that had ſeparated themſelves from the Fellowſtip and _ of Gods People 
in that County, through the contention they made while their power lafted( as yout 
have done) and againſt whom the tefimony of Truth is gone out alſo, is not that 
gbry vain that thou art ſeekng with ſuch workas this ? And haſt not thou given 
occaſion for thy nakedneſs to a _ (as thou ſpeaks of others to meet with, but 
mentions not who, nor under what cover their nakedneſs lies ) and if we be plains 
with thee to lay thee open on this wiſe , thou mayeſt blame thy jetf, Thy late 
w.rks of Contention and ttrife, and the Hypocriſie and feignednefſs thou 
art in befides , and thy Printing 10 publick view to the reproach of Gods People 
as thou haſt done, and yet deceitfully under the Notion of a Salttation of love and- 
peace, hath given us cauſe, that thou mayeft be marked and taken heed of. 
John , We tell thee again that the aforeſaid Printed Piece faiſly called A Sa- 
luration of Love, is clamourous abuſive and fullof ſmiting reflettions , asall thy 
Papers and work of tate hath been : We may ask. thee again being thou often 
chargeſt, as in4and 5 page : What are thoſe Rules, Orders, Ordinances, Tra- 
ditions, and Commandments of men, Principles and Prattices thou tells the world 
we are bringing in, and ſetting up > &c. If thou hadſt not been envions, and. 
minded to re proach, having more malice then matter againſt us , thou woulijt 
have given a Catalogue thereof, and have Printed them that peojle might have 
judged thereof. Art not thou he,thou ſpeaks of that's gone into ftrife and confu- 
fon about things too high for thee , hike others of the ſame $firit at work before, 
clamouring in Print againſt us about Rules, Orlinances,Dotrines and Command- 
ments, but would never tell us what they are, to the infamy , reproach and total 
deftruttion, as to the Life of Gd, of all ſuch as have taken that work in hand, like 
the clamourous Woman, who jluckt down her houfe over her own head, | 


A | is « 28" = '» 
"And hs are they thou ſteaks of that are: ſetting up men & do admire men 
Fedor what they are,and nets are that are ſet up and admired.Theſe. are no. © 
but clamours and flanders which we '\takg ao notice of : | For we muſt not | 
[ipin our 'Paich #pon John Cox's ſay ſo,;and bereceffirmation without proof; forall . 
|-his dts wuphimſe gand peering in:Print againf\Guds Juffering people, bg the | 
$773 UTE 3 
toy Sk we otro again what are thoſe rings, that have been been impoſed pag 
& -Conſciences contrary i the-anrient prattice ofthe Primitzve Charc, | 
iy and 5, thou tells of, and would wickedly Infiuate into people by pl nr ow 
| rakes, not giving ws Peagreery _ 7 r proving anything, which is. an empty 
by: and flanderousclemour, an unchriftian way of Procedure, plainly manifefed 
has PIO God, and which fobor people would be aſhamed of. 
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' "And who are they thoy heck of that are ſetting up men & do admire men 
#bove what they are,and who thoſe are that are ſet up and admired.Theſe are nz. 
l-zhing but clamours and ſlanders which we take no notice of: For we muſt no 
pin our Faith apon John Cox's ſay ſo, and bare affirmation without proof; for all 
' hrs ſetting up himſelf, and appearing in Print againſt Gods ſuffering people, bke the 
' reſt of his Spirit. SID 
And weaskrhee again what are thoſe things, that have been impoſed utonthe 
. Conſciences contrary to the ancient prattice of the Primitzve Church , as in page 
i 4 and 5, thou tells of, and would wickedly Inſinuate into people by the conrſe thoy 
| rakes, not giving any Catalogue thereof, or proving any thing, which is an emjty, 
* faotifh and flanderousclamour, an unchritian way of Procedure, plainly manifeted 
ro ſuch as fears God, and which ſober geofgte would be aſi;med of, 


